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THE MUSTARDSEED 

Norwalk Catholic School is supported and guided 
by one of the most well-known Catholic 
universities in the country as we continue to plan 
for effective instruction! For more than twenty 
ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ .ÏÔÒÅ $ÁÍÅȭÓ !ÌÌÉÁÎÃÅ ÆÏÒ 
Catholic Education (known as ACE) has sought to 
strengthen and transform Catholic education 
around the country (and internationally) so that 
Catholic schools can continue to provide an 
education of the highest quality to as many 
children as possible. Notre Dame sees Catholic 
ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓ ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÓÔ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 
treasures, sacred places serving vital civic 
purposes, and transforming the lives of countless 
children. 
 

Five teachers here at NCS have been attending 
the ACE Collaborative program for the past two 
years and include Sr. Carolyn Marie Schaffer (2nd 
grade), Teresa Bogner (3rd grade)  Jennifer Thobe 
(SPH), Jamie Fries (SPH) and Jennifer Nardecchia 
(Kindergarten). They met with teachers from 
across the Diocese of Toledo, Dr. Tom Doyle from 
The University of Notre Dame and Mr. Timothy 
Mahoney, Curriculum Director for the Diocese of 
Toledo School Office to develop the Math and 
English Language Arts Curriculum and Course of 
Study for the Catholic schools in the Diocese of 
Toledo. The group has diligently reviewed the 
standards used by the State of Ohio as well as the 
past curriculum used by our diocesan schools 
which has proven great academic success in the 
past. They are developing curriculum, unit goals 
and lesson goals that can be shared with other 
teachers throughout the diocese.   
 

The ACE Collaborative for Academic Excellence is 
a sustained professional development program 
that strengthens curriculum, instruction, and 
assessment in Catholic schools by increasing 
collaboration among teachers.  

In other words, we endeavor to cultivate a 
learning community in which teachers share 
ideas and resources, toward the goal of 
improving their own curriculum and instruction.  
 

I had the privilege of attending the latest seminar 
in October. Dr. Doyle gave training on data driven 
instruction using the statistics of our 
assessments, the importance of routine formative 
assessments (ex. quizzes or exit questions), 
which help the teacher plan for further 
instruction, and the make-up of our traditional 
tests (summative assessments). Dr. Doyle 
challenged participants to design instruction that 
builds on prior knowledge, constructs meaning, 
organizes knowledge, engages the student in the 
Unit Goal and moves the student from reliance on 
the teacher to self-reliance.  
 

Dr. Doyle ended his last training with the 
importance of our parent partners. In his words 
ȰÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÍÁÒÙ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÏÒÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
faith, greatest members of our school community 
ÁÎÄ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÏÒÓ ÔÏ ÁÃÁÄÅÍÉÃ ÅØÃÅÌÌÅÎÃÅȢȱ  
The parents at Norwalk Catholic School are all of 
these! 



�´�*�R���P�D�N�H���D���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�����:�H���F�D�Q���P�D�N�H���D���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� 
�*�R���P�D�N�H���D���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���µ 
 
This is one of my favorite hymns sung by our 
students at The Five, the Sunday youth mass at 
St. Paul Catholic Church. It defines for me what 
we do best at Norwalk Catholic School. It defines 
for me the call of Jesus in the gospels.  
 
The difference of Norwalk 
Catholic School can be seen in 
many areas. We are known for 
our academic excellence, with 
high scores on nationally 
normed tests at all grade 
levels. Indeed that success 
was recognized with the 
National Blue Ribbon School 
of Excellence we received last school year at the 
elementary level. Our high school scores on the 
OGT tests and others are some of the highest in 
the Toledo Diocese and two counties, with our 
seniors accepted in great schools across the 
country. We are known for strong athletic 
programs and extra -curricular activities, with 
students succeeding at the conference level and 
beyond.  
 
Rigor is the term that our administrators, 
teachers and coaches would use for this success. 
Homework is frequent and practices intense. It is 
commitment and hard work that produces these 
�D�F�F�R�P�S�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W�V�����´�:�R�U�N���K�D�U�G�����3�O�D�\���V�W�U�R�Q�J�����6�H�U�Y�H��
�Z�H�O�O���µ���7�K�L�V���L�V���Q�R�W���M�X�V�W���D���V�O�R�J�D�Q�����L�W���G�H�I�L�Q�H�V���R�X�U���Y�H�U�\��
culture.  
 
Our daily faith formation is the difference many 
people point to when thinking of our school. This 
is indeed the primary difference.  Our students 
receive 162 hours of direct religious formation in 
a school year. This includes actual religion class, 
retreats and school liturgies. It does not include 
the discussions of God taking place in science and 
history or art and English classes. Student life is 
infused with faith and character development in 
the classroom and on the court. Our goal is to give 
our students a solid faith foundation and call 
them to the commitment to service in our world.  

That call to service was so very visible on 
November 9 th , when our students participated in 
Make a Difference Day. All students and staff in 
grades 7 to 12  began the day with prayer and 
then spread out across the Norwalk area for 
Christian service. Over 300 people gave 1200+ 
man-hours that day, reaching out to serve at food 
and clothing banks, Christie Lane and Miriam 

House, raking leaves for Senior 
Citizens and cleaning up the 
cemetery.  One thing visible 
that day was the kindness and 
joy in the faces of the students 
as they served. They gave a 
gracious and respectful response 
to their brothers and sisters.  
The experience revealed 
problems in our community they 

had not seen before, and inspired a commitment 
to do things that make a difference.  
 
It is true. We here at Norwalk Catholic School 
provide an education opportunity that is 
different. But that is not enough. Our ultimate 
goal is to infuse the hearts of our students with a 
love of God and compassion for others that is 
different. Then our students will be well prepared 
�W�R���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G���W�R���-�H�V�X�V�·���F�D�O�O���D�Q�G���´�*�R���P�D�N�H���D��
�G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���µ 


